
FOR IT

CAmDm TO SO WllERE

OLIN MAl1 PRAYED AGO

NATIONAL

JOO100YIIAPS
eligious Romance of Wash

ingtons Great Twentieth
Century Sanctuary Made

Public for the First Time
Revealing How Joseph
Nourse by Prayer and His

Patient Kinswoman Phoebe
Nourse Through Works
Labored for the Realization
of Their Dream of a Sacred
Pile on Mount St Alban

ORS things are wrought by
prayer than this world
dreams ef Buropen ea
thedrals have striking and
picturesque legends In eea-

neetioa with their feunda
ions but tow it any have had a

mere beautiful beginning titan
National Cathedral of 8 Peter and
Paul Washingtons twen-
tieth century aaiwtuary that to to
crown the height of Mount St Alba

True f
saints in the history this wed
pile but in tutors te
gular beauty of moos devotion
und piety will stand side by side with
the glories of saintly founders of
the medieval cathedrals of England
jnd France

There Is a tradition tn the
NVashington Cathedrals early

never before published that-
i worthy of record In rec t
announcement of the appointment of
George Bodley R A of
Henry Vaughan of Boston as arch-
itects was the of the cher
ished plan of George Washington and
Pierre the French architect-
of Washington who planned a

house of In Capital
City This church was to be
leveled as the old record tune for
national purposes such as pray-
er thanksgiving funeral orations
equally open to all It will likewise be
a shelter for such monuments as were
voted by the loot Continental Congress
for the who tell In the coupe
jf liberty

In a country where church and state
are separate as ours such a second
Westminster Abbey was impossible
But the fact that the Ideal of a na
tional house of for all people
was anticipated Washington has
been a source of Inspiration to the
Washington cathedral builders who
have striven to this ideal upper-
most both In the cathedral edifice It

f and In the cathedral work
How a seed of prayer was planted by
xaintly Washingtonian of the seven
tnth century how that seed was

nourished through the years first by
his own kinswoman then by devout
Churchmen and women until now it
has blossomed forth into the great
Cathedral of 88 Peter and Paul Is
truly a story of religious romance
These are skeptical days and prayer is
the least used of all the golden links
that bind us to the feet of God but
the most scornful dare not scoff at the
material manifestation of an answered
prayer
The first Registrar of the Treasury

was Juseph Nouns a man of devout
and servant disposition tbe owner

vast tract of land In Georgetown
principally In what la now known as

temporary with George Washing-
ton and a personal friend of his like

IP great general Mr Nome was a
member the of England
His own residence was a papaw
i olonial mansion ou what is now the
Cathedral Hill or Mount St Alban
is it is railed Near the house was a

secluded grove of tall oaks and here
in the splendor of the quiet wood life
through the Gothic arches of whose
trees the sun shone in attend light
Joseph Nourse like a prophet of old-

s man of Und would pray and mediate
r hors
Aa IVlM dT m from the heights
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the infant Waefefo
from the mud the
ties of this latest child of family
of nations stirred in hiss a

erected in the Capital a flung wit-
ness of the Gospel of of the
Kingdom that existed In tbe Republic

of the Man of
So he constantly prayed that some day
there might be built on Alban Hill a

ae witness for Christ With
unconscious prophecy h saw in this

tional Church
The years passed by and

Nourse
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woodland pot the Ideal site of a Na

¬
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went to his without see
loved plan church real

IUd But tIM seed of prayer he had
planted woe not lost it was
quickened into life through the agency
of own kinswoman

I

his

his for

After the death of Joseph jfauese
his residence on Mount St was
fitted op as a church boys
An ucpar room was for a
chapel and here the
churcft folk of the met
on for prayer and A
constant attendant on the services and
a faithful teacher la the Sunday
school woe the granddaughter of

Hoarse apse Phoebe Nourse
labored la the minis-

tration of the little chapel until her
health always delicate at last taSted
Per many years she was an invalid
and then it was that the tradition of
her grandfathers prayer led her to
strike the lighted the
reality of this prayer For invalid as
she wee day after eke patiently
sewed her handiwork to
friends and relatives left to the last
as to what use ehe was making of the
proceeds

Often when her frail body was
reeked with she would pursue
her dainty needlework and seemed to
find much happiness therein In ISM

she was called to her reward and af
terwards among her effects was dis-
covered a small hairpin box On open-
Ing it it was found to contain forty
geld dollars the proceeds of her
and marked simply a Free
Church on Alban Hill The beauty of
this offering so touched a number of
friends that a fund was started to

precious gold earned by a
mans love and devotion as a
bunt a UtIle church Her brothers and
the of school personally dug
the foundation of church and on
May S it was consecrated fey Bishop
WhttUncham of Maryland the first
free church of the dk e ef Waaajag
ten Thus was started the cathedral
in the little mother church of St
Alban
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The first donation toward a cathe
dral foundation in Washington was the
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proposed gift af Elizabeth Moan
of a at
final step accepting the generous offer
ef Miss Mann was Paret
of Maryland then being diocesan ef
Washington as well and on the Feast

date destined to be historic a Protes
tant cathedral foundation
was established by act of Congress
and the charter of the cathedral ef
88 Peter and Paul granted Dr
Douglas of Bt Johns Church was
appointed its first dean and chancellor
Then the question of a suitable cite
arose By strange circumstance a first
site was refused and as it in direct
answer to Joseph Nourees prayer

hundred years later the
scene of his petition te

Heaven was selected a the rite
ef the future cathedral of SB Peter
and Paul

On September 7 MM through
faithful labors of the Rt Rev Henry

flattener the first bishop of the
new diocese of Washington and the
board of cathedral trustees the Meunt
St Alban site was bought for-

t a large portion of whch was paid
In cash and the rest held by mortgage

has since evinced the wisdom
of this choice of a site from a worldly
standpoint as well as religious and
hiatorlcat The city if rapidly grow-
ing to the northwest and in the thirty
acres and more of the Cathedral Close
is room for vast cathedral foundations
of schools colleges and charitable in-

stitutions aa well as for a magnificent
cathedral itself

In October of im the stately Peace
Cross was relied in the presence of a
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vast coneAWSA of people including
u ieral Convention of the American
Church in session In the Capital
the President of the Untied States the
beloved and thousand of
mama peen Mrs PhMbe

A Bears founded the Cathedral School
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G4ria where the Christian educa
tion of yarns girls is tarried on

The
GtajtoaiMuy wher tawa Mes-

oOadfal at ear
On Aaeenalon Day UW were In-

augurated the first services-
in the air evensongs held In the
natural amphitheater down the slope
from the little sanctuary

have come io
cathedral foundation rich with the as-
sociations of the historic church of

and the Holy Land OB As-
cension Day Isle a little sanctuary

was erected on-
site together with the All Hallows
gate With impressive ceremonies the
little sanctuary was consecrated

and within were plated two notable
gifts of faithful American and English
Hirrfhmen

Twenty carved stones from the ruins
of old Glastonbury Abbey the de

Barn

the

England

a anemora the

struction ot which has bn so

fur

soau at Lord

gifts

deeply
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deplored in tbe press acre aenti
from the churchmen f iuatonbun

to the churchmen or America Th
Glaetonbury catheura bishop
chair has been made from the

Another gift this time from
of America was

altar that is the ial for Itthgift through the of qgj
churchman of diocese and
jurisdictions of the American church
It of twelve large blocks off
marble taken from quarries ofij
Solomon at Jerusalem whence th
tones af the temple were
These stones were takn withoutgte the second wall of Jerusalem
kiwi Right unto the city where ap
skullshaped hill is to be seen
which is commonly believed to b

the p
Here the taster lived and acted th

great drama of redemption
ring Hte heavy cress lie
the places whence came very J
stones in the altar

The Jordan font within the banS
tletry is the work o WIlliam
Partridge religious sculptor and heiS

unusual aisocialiejii in that It Is lined
with stones in mosaic taken trOt
the river Jordan The panels of thl
font are executed with ezqu lt
beauty and nicety and portray the lit
of the Christ front the
te the B eurre tion Other gifts to
numerous to mention add to the
leetlon of religious relies and mak
the Close worth a visit fo
lover of religious history

Mrs Harriet Lave Johnston nice
of President Bjchann left
U found a Cbotr school for boys Th
edifice for this school is in the
tapes of completion

ksgiring Day IMC was
toed by entire freeing of th
cathedral property frost debt and to-
day it stands without one dollar del
on It nearly SlOOOOM worth of ur

The dream of
Katfamal has crystallize

reality Dioceses all over ti
sentry are Interested in Its progres
because it is felt from its position
Jie Capital of the country that it

a national church undertaking TJ-

truMees art all man of affairs am
Bate and the present list follows Tu
Rt R V Henry Satterlee Bis-
at Washington the Rt Rev Aei-
aader H MackaySmith Adiair
Oeorge Dewey Gen John M Wilso
O M John A Kaason the Rev HxrA
doIph H Me Kim the Rev Alfreds-
Harding Wayne MacVeagh
man C Glover Charles J Brit
Themes H Hyde James Lownde
Il ore Truesdell and Dr WilHam C
Rives

Promise of Full Corn-

A Great Ke f Prayer far AH Peopl
a the Ot Kat ef tile Country

The material premise of the oath

dral work cathedra
missions an staff cathedra
workers and active cathedral mini
tratlans are in progress before thte
cathedral Itself Is The

have inspected th uite
at work on
The shape of the cathedral will bffi

that of a cross and the archil
lecture Gothic It will be unique m
America in that It will
with stone both inside and outsUeJ
Its test cannot new be estimated
before it is finished with the school
and Institutions grouped around it
the quadrangle it represent mil-
lions of

The plans will be completed withi
six mouth and then presented t
the Bishop and chapter

believe the cathedral
proper will cost between five and tens
million dollars when it is completer
and when the schools colleges

Institutions complete the
the whole will probably represent

of fitly millions v
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